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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Mount Tammany" ox "Tammany" is located at the end of Tammany Lane, north
of U.S, Route 11, just northeast of Williamsport in Washington County,
Maryland. It is situated on an area of level ground and faces south.

Mount Tammany is a two-part brick structure resting on low fieldstone
foundations. The main block is a two-story, three-bay structure with
a side hall entrance. Attached to its north gable wall is a two-story,
five-bay structure also of brick, but much lower in height than the

main section. Apparently the wing was originally one anda half stories
high.

The walls of the main section of Tammany display Flemish bond brickwork

at the front or south elevation and the east end wall, American or

common bonding is used at the north and west elevations. A water table

of quarter round bricks extends along the south and west walls. The
entire surface of the house has been painted white, Prominent wall decor-
ation at the front elevation consists of flat arches of cut stone with
large keystones. Flat arches of brick are present above other windows.

Windows at the first story of the front elevation have been enlarged

into French doors. Above them are openings with twelve-over-eight light
sash held within wide frames. A twelve-over—twelve pane sash is used
at the first story in the east end wall. A small circular window is
set in each gable. Original windows in the wing have nine-over-six light

-sash. In both sections most windows are flanked by louvered shutters.

The main entrance is located in the easternmost bay of the front elevation
It has trim similar to that of the windows and is topped with a broad,
four-light transom. Extending across the front elevation is a one-story
porch with a low hipped roof. It is supported by round Doric pillars.

The roof of each section of the house is sheathed with sheet metal and
terminates with barge boards set directly against the end walls. The
eaves at the front elevation of the main section are finished with
modillions under which runs a course of small dentils. At other elevation
the eaves treatment is more simple, A large brick chimney is located
inside the east gable end. A smaller, more recent furnace flue is
attached to the west end wall. Another brick chimney is located inside
the east end of the wing.

The interior of the main section of the house at the first story level
consists of a wide entrance and stalr hall and a large double parlox,
each section having a fireplace. The woodwork is elaborate, some appear-
ing to date from the late 18th century and some from the mid or late
19th. Door architraves displaying crossettes or "ears" at their upper
corners are among the 18th century details of the house. ILater work
includes the French doors and arched fireplace openings trimmed with
acanthus leaf cartouches.
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Lear and Findley familie

SPECIFIC DATES cixca 1780s BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mount Tammany, a two-part brick house near Williamsport, Maryland, is be-
lieved to have been built during the 1780s by Matthew Van Lear, a promine
early resident of Washington County, The property remained in the hands

of his descendants until 1928, The Van Lear family was related to Willia

Findley, Governor of Pennsylvania, and Benjamin Harrison, President of th
United States.

Known throughout its history as a "Country Mansion," Tammany is a rare
example of an 18th century brick dwelling in Washington County, and one t
¢contains unusually elaborate exterior and interior decorative detail. (s
description) It consists of a two-story, three~bay main block with a two
story, five-bay wing which apparently originally had one and @ half storit
Such exterior features on the main section as keystones above the facade
openings and round windows in the gables are particularly worthy of note.
Rich interior ornamentation is associated with the doors and fireplaces.

Additional information on the history of the Van Lear family is to be
found in the attached excerpts from'The'History'bf‘Western'Maryland by
- Thomas Scharf and T.J, C. Williams" History of Washington County.

The Van Lear family is one of the oldest in Western Maryland. The branch
that came to Williamsport consisted of two brothers, Matthew and William,
who, according to local histories, engaged in trade with the West. They
later purchased a large tract of land near Williamsport where Matthew bui
this brick house shortly after the close of the Revolution. He named it
Tammany after a well-known indian chief of that time. Tammany is said to
have been built of bricks made on the property.

When he settled at Tammany, Matthew ended his commercial ventures and
became a successful farmer. He died in 1823, leaving a sizable estate,
vhich was not settled until 1862, but was administered by several of his

sons, who kept a common fund for support and education of all the Van Lea
children,

Matthew Van Lear's wife was Mary Irwin, who was born near Mercersburg in
Franklin County, Pennsylvania. One of her sisters married William Findle
_Governor of Pennsylvania and later U.S. Senator. Mary Irwin's brother,
Archibald, had a daughter who married a son of William Henry Harrison

and served briefly as mistress of the White House. Another daughter of
Archibald Irwin married another Harrison son and became the mother of

See Continuation Sheet #1
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Benjamin Harrisc ~=- Sophia Van Lear, youngest child of Matthew and Mary
Irwin, married # ~=chibald Irwin Findley, a lawyer from Chambersburg, Pa.
and son of Will:i +2m Findley.
any Mans Z-on today is part of a housing subdivision which dates
g?imT?:I}‘lug 1)9,505. It 1s visually separated from the more recent dwellings
by its large lot=- Screened with old plantings.
—
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ABSTRACT

WA-1-023 - 18th Century
Mt, Tammany

Williamspbrt Vicinity

private

Mt. Tammany is a two part brick house near
Williamsport, Maryland, beiieved to have been buiit
during the 1780's by Matthew Van Lear, a prominent
early resident of Washington County. The property
remained in the hands of Matthew Van Lear's descen-
dants until 1928, The Van Lear family was related
to William Findley, Governor of Pennsgylvania and
Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States.

Known throughout its history as a'Country
Mansion’ Tammany is a rare example of an 18th century
brick dwelling in Washington County and one that con-
tains unusually elaborate exterior and interior decora-
tive detail. It consists of a two story, three bay
main block with a two story, five bay wing which appa-
rently originally had one and a half stories. Such
exterior features on the main section as keystones above
the facade openings and round windows in the gables are
particularly worthy of note. Rich interior ornamentation
is associated with the doors and fireplaces.
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—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

'Mt, Tammany" or "Tammany' is located at the end of Tammany Lane, north of U.S. Route 11, just
northeast of Williamsport in Washington County, Maryland., It is situated on an area of level
ground and faces south,

Mt, Tammany is a two part brick structure resting on low fieldstone foundations. The main
block is a two story three bay structure with a side hall entrance. Attached to its north
gable wall is a two story, five bay structure also of brick, but much lower in height than
the main section. Apparently it was originally one and a half stories high.

The walls of the main section of Tammany display Flemish bond brickwork at the front or south
elevation and the east end wall, American or common bonding is used at the north and west
elevations, A water table of quarter round bricks extends along the south and west walls,
The entire surface of the house has been painted white. Prominent wall decoration at the
front elevation consists of cut stone flat arches with large keystones. Flat arches of brick
are present above other windows.

Windows at the first story of the front elevation have been enlarged into French doors. Above
them are openings with twelve over eight light sashes, held within wide frames, A twelve over
twelve pane sash is used at the first story in the east end wall., A small circular window is
set in each gable. Original windows in the wing have nine over six light sashes, In botk
sections most windows are flanked by louwered shutters.,

The main entrance is located in the east end bay of the front elevation, It has trim similar
to that of the windows and is topped with a broad four light transom. Extending across the
front elevation is a one story porch with a low hipped roof, It is supported by round doric
pillars.

The roof of each section of the house 18 sheathed with sheet metal and terminates with barge
boards set directly against the end walls., The eaves at the front elevation of the main sec-
tion are finished with modillions under which runs a course of small dentils, At other ele-
vations the eaves treatment is more simple. A large brick chimmey is located inside the east
gable end., A smaller, more recent furnace flue is attached to the west end wall, Another
brick chimney is located inside the east end of the wing, ‘
The interior of the main section of the houge at the first story level consists of a wide en
trance and stair hall and a large double parlor, each section having a fireplace. The inter~
ior woodwork is elaborate, some appearing to date from the late 18th century and some from the
mid or late 19th century., Door architraves displaying crossettes or "ears" at their upper
corners are among the 18th century details of the house, Later work includes the French doors
and arched fireplace openings trimmed with acanthus leaf cartouches,

Believed to have been built during the 1780's by Matthew Van Lear, Mt., Tammany is in excel=-
lent condition. It stands on a lot of ground containing 2.6 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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__INVENTION . Association with the Van
Lear and Findley families

* SPECIFIC DATES Ca, 1780's BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mt, Tammany is a two part brick house near Williamsport, Maryland, believed to have been built
during the 1780's by Matthew Van Lear, a prominent early resident of Washington County. The
property remained in the hands of Matthew Van Lear's descendants until 1928, The Van Lear
family was related to William Findley, Governor of Pennsylvania and Benjamin Harrison, Presi=-
dent of the United States.

Known throughout its history as a Country Mansion, Tammany is a rare example of an 18th cen=-
tury brick dwelling in Washington County and one that contains unusually elaborate exterior

and interior decorative detail. It consists of a two story, three bay main block with a two
story, five bay wing which dpparently originally had one and a half stories. Such exterior

fr ares on the main section as keystones above the facade openings and round windows in the
ga..es are particularly worthy of note., Rich interior ornamentation is associated with the

doors and fireplaces.

Additional information on the history of the Van Lear family is to be found in the attached

excerpts from The History of Western Maryland by Thomas Scharf and T.J.C. Williams® History
of Washington County,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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~tewart= book-gtore and bindery, the eloth-
ge of Zaceheus MeComas and the paint shop
o~ 1. Tlurley were all destroyed.  These
- were the property of J. D. Hager of
v Kentueky,  The three newspapers next
quarters in the three-story store bnild-
2 north-cast corner of the Square.  The
v to the assistanee of the unfortnnate
o~ i publishing their next number. A
»ineident oceenrred in Feb, 1839, whieh

- the character and enstons of the people
<town. Mrs, Nehleigh, the wife of John
witlst suffering from mental aberration,

A4 Trom her home.  The ehureh-bells of -

werve rung. and the people called together
«cting: a regular search was instituted,

1 osieeess, The next day, the bells
woring awd the people assembled to re-

<1 instructions, and a still more eareful-

vt search of every nook and corner of
1he woman disappeared on Tuesday,

- (ollowing Sunday she was found dead
Viiddlekaufl's woods, a half mile from

well known people died about this time.

©oIs 1839, Captain Casper Snively, a
e levolnden, died at the age of 79
1 the same time, Daniel Beltzhoover,
vars the hest known tavern-keeper in
idid of vellow fever in Natehez.

1 alo died in Baltimore in the sane
wi- one ol the leading merchants of
ctonn 1987 to 4795, when he went to
ITi~ wife was Ann Owen, a decendant
=tin He was a native of Treland, and
rarked character and ability, oeceupy-
5epositon in Baltimore and in the
deatli of Jolm Van Lear, Sr., took
or 141839, at the age of 70 years.
ser of a distinguished family which
1 Tammany” a beantiful country
shnsport, sinee the elose of the Rev-
It was Matthew Van Lear who
traet of land near Williamsport
ohl dwelling house whieh is still
wife was Mary Irwin of Franklin
Mary Trwin’s sister married James
smati, and Naney, another sister,

1 Findlay. Matthew Van Lear
e Julin and Joseph Van Lear
Yhey lived at Tammany, and
“2e nmunmber of nephews and nieeces.

)

Among these were the danghters of the ecldest
daughter of Matthew Van Lear who had married
Col. John Ramsey of Pittshurg. They were of
distingmzhed beauty.  One of them met with a
Freneh artist, who [ell madly in love with her.
11« made her portrait, which he took with him to
France and there an engraving of it was wade
entitled “The Beautiful American.”  Several cop-
ies of this engraving adorn walls in Washington
County, and one of them hangs in the parlor at
“Tanmmnany.”  All ol these beautiful givls died
at an early age, exeept the cldest, who married
William Irwin, of Cineinnati.  Through the Ir-
wins the Van Lears are elosely related to the late
President Benjamin  IHarrison.  Sophia, the
voungest of the twelve ehildren of Matthew Van
Lear, married Arehibald 1rwin Findlay, a lawyer
ol Chambershurg, Pa., a son of William Findlay,
Governor of Pemmsylvania and alterwards U. S.
Senator from Peunsylvania.  Archibald Findlay
lelt three children, James and Miss Naney I
Findlay who now live at Tammany, and John Van
Lear Findlay an ex-member of Congress and a
member of the Baltimore Bar. Archibald Find-
lay’s sister married Franeis R. Shunk, afterwards
Governor of Pennsylvania. He was the father
of Casper Shunk, of Williamsport in this County.
John Van Lear MeMahon, the historian and law-
ver, was the son of a sister of Matthew Van Lear,
who had married William MeMahon of Cumniber-
land. Two of the danghters of Avchibald lrwin,
who was a brother of Governor William Findlay’s
wile, married sons of President William Henry
Harvison. One of these sons, John Scott Har-
rison, was the father of President Benjamin Har-
rison.  The father of Major John Van Lear, of
Hagerstown. was the son of Dr. Willilam Van
Lear. a son of Matthew and a prominent-physician
of Washington County, who died in 1837.

It was 1n 1857 that the great movement from
Washington County to the Rock River country of
Northern Illinois began. From that time to the
present an uninterrupted stream of emigrants
have left their native homes and peopled the sev-
eral counties in that State. At present the stream
is greatly diminished, but dnring the spring
months in recent vears a large party of emigrants
could be seen leaving Hagerstown for the West
every Tuesday.  The major portion of these were
bound for Rock River country. But at present,
whilst the parties still lIeave in diminished num-
bers, most of them are from the eounties adjoin-
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May 8, 1867, and framed the constitution of the I Washington’s table, as autographic invitations pre-
State. Ilis carly life was passed in mercantile pur- | served by the family still attest. Maj. Van Lear was
siits, from 1825 to 1831, in Williamsport, Md. In  wounded in a skirmish Jjust prior to the surrender at
the Iatter year he was appointed exceutor of his late | Yorktown, which prevented him from witnessing that
employer, and in 1832 cotered into partnership with | event. e carried the encwy’s ball until his death,
L F. Dillinger, to conduet the dry-goods, grocery, and | which his wound was supposed to have hastened. He
general variety  business.  This business coutinued | was an original member of The Society of the Cin-
nutil 1838, when he formed a partnership with John | einnati.  The other brother, Matthew, married Mary
Buker in the same line of business, which continued Irwin, of the well-known farily of that name in
until 1843, when he beeame, by the purehase of his | Franklin County, Pa., and abandoning commercial
partuer’s interest, the sole proprietar, and %o con- | pursuits about the close of the Revolutionary war,
tuued il 1854, when a partnership was formed \ purchased a tract of land which he called “ Tam-
with Isaac Gruber, which continued until 1860, when . many,” after a well-known Indian chief of that name,
he sold out his interest and retired from the werean-  and, after cerecting the mansion so well known in the

tile busiuess. 1le has been successtul in all his enter- county. he settled there, and became an intelligent and
prises.  In December, 1859, he was clected cashier |

sueeessful farmer. There were born to him twelve
of the Washington County Bank of Williamsport, | children, many of whom, however, died young. Those
Md., which position he held until the bank was | who lived to a sufficient age, with one exception, were

chauged, in 1866, into a national bank, when he de- | cducated at the best seminaries and colleges in the

clined re-clection as cashier, and wus cleeted unani-
mouxly president of the Washington County National

Bank, which office he resigned April, 1880, on ac- |

connt of il health.

The Van Lear family.  Among the oldest fimilies
of Western Maryland are thie Van Lears, who for
nearly a eentury have occupied the well-known. Tam-
many plautation, near Williamsport, on the turnpike
counecting that town with Huagerstown. Aecording
to * Foote's Historical Reminiseences,” and well-es-
tublished traditions in the family, its founder, John
Van Lear, of sturdy Calvinist stock, cmigrated from
Holland o the early part of the cighteenth century
and settled in Philadelphia, where he took an active
part in the building of the first Presbyterian church

erected Ju that eity.  His son, also mamed John, af- |

terwards settled in Laneaster County, Pa. The de-
sceudimts of John Van Lear separated into two
brauches, one of which, represented by Matthew and
Wiiliam, located first in Hagerstown. Matthew and
William Van Lear engaged in trade with the West,
aud afterwards purchased a large traet of land in the

vieity oft Williusport, upon part of which the de- |
The other branch |

seendants of Matthew still yeside.
of the Lancaster family removed to Augusta County,
Vi, where its representatives are to be found. One

of the Augusta Vau Lears was present at the siege of |

Yorktown and the surrender of Cornwallis. One of
e Maryland family, too, was anly prevented from
bring preseut upon that memorable oecasion by a
rerious wound received just previous to its occurrence.
This was William Van Lear, who at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary war joined the army, ruse to the
rank of najor, and was frequently the guest at Gen.

country. He was a man of strong intelleet, of ster-
| ling principle, and of unswerving convietions. In
religion he was a Presbyterian, both by birth and
by convietion, and to the forms and tenets of this
church he clung with unyielding tenacity. In poli-
ties he was a Federalist, and was once the candidate
whieh that party brought forward to contest congres-
{ sional honors with Gen. Ringgold, the candidate of
the Jeffersonian Republicans, who so long represented
the distriet. He was defeated, and was thus left free
to pursue his chosen occupation as a tiller of the soil
until his death, which oeceurred on the 5th day of
| July, 1823. He is buried in the family lot at Wil-
| liamsport.

John Van Lear, his oldest son, was born Nov. 18,
1786. He went to Baltimore when quite a youth,
and afterwards achieved great success as a merchant,
the firm of Finley & Van Lear, of which he was a
partuer, on Howard Street, being still remembered by
very old eitizens. Mecting with reverses, however,
he returned to Williamsport, and subsequently be-
eame, first, president, and afterwards eashier, of the
Washington County Bank, which institution he
faithfully and acceptably served for more than a quar-
ter of a century, dying in its service on the 24th of
April, 1857.  For public hfe he had little taste, al-
though at one time he was a member of the Board of

| Public Works. Indeed, he had little time for such

serviec, for although a bachelor, he had reared, as he

! afterwards said, more children than any head of a

family in Washington County. .

This feature of his life deserves special meution,
and is much more worthy of being recorded and
comuwemorated than the empty honors of Congress

————.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY.

and the Legislature. At the time of his mother's |
death, the estate hig father left behind him, although
lnrge, was somewhat involved, and not in a condition |
tn’lw advantageously divided, and in cunxcqu(ence"
wis held together, John Van Lear and his brothers,
br. William, Joseph, and Matthew, undertaking to
pay off the dehts and to support and cducate the
¢hildren of the deceased heirs out of 2 eomon fund,
which might be sufficient for the purpose, but which,
it divided so that each oue received the share to
which he was entitled, would prove entirely inade-
quate.  Matthew afterwards married and withdrew
from the compact, and William having died in the
service some years before, John and Joseph remained
single, and for a period of nearly forty years, termin-
ating only with death, devoted themselves to the task

E

of rearing and edueating nephews and nicces and I
grandnephews aud grandnieces. Joseph, who was |
the youngest son, was born April 10, 1800, and had E
about conipleted his medical studies when this singu- |
lar arrangement was entered into ; but, abandoning ﬁ
all thoughts of professional reputation and emolu- |
ments, for which he had a fair ehance, threw himself |
into the work with an energy of purpose and reso- |
lute self-denial as it he had been specially consecrated f
toit. He undertook the management of the outside ;
affairs of the estate, which by additions soon amounted i
to nearly twelve hundred acres of land, besides a large %
commereial flouring-mill, in whiel many thousands f
of barrels of flour were annually manufactured. This |
was a large trust, but day and night, summer and f
winter, in eold and heat, his steady hand was never
absent from the helm during all these long years of';
self-denial until its grasp was enfeebled by discase and |
finally loosened by death. He died on the 21st of Oc- |
tober, 1859.  Johu Van Lear managed the finances of 1
the estate, and the two brothers were singularly well J
adapted for their respective positions, as the large |
estate, notwithstanding its original ineumbranees and |
the heavy eharges upon it in the mean thme, left at (I
their death, amply attests. It was finally divided iu
1862,

Both the brothers were stanch Whigs in politics.
Joseph Van Lear was born to lead a forlorn hope,
and it ean be written of him with perfect truth that
he did not know what fear was. Dr. William was
distinguished by the same intrepid spinit, dignity of
character, and sterling worth which characterized all
the members of this family. At the time of his
death he was the most popular and successful physi-
eian in all the country surrounding Williamsport, in |
the town itself, and across the Potomae in Berkeley |
County, Va. Ile was born on the 29th of January, i

1794, and died in May, 1857
survive,—the Rev. Matthew, a minister of the Pres-
byterian Church, now settled at Winchester, Ky..and
Maj. Johu Van Lear, at present paymaster of the
Marietta and Cincinnati Railroad,

The eldest daughter and oldest child of Matthew
Van Lear married Col, John Ramsey, of Pennsylva-

. T'wo of his sons still

nia, and became the mother of what were called forty
years ago in Washington County the ©beantiful
Ramseys.”  There were three or four of these girls,
distinguished for their exquisite grace of mauner and
person, who constituted a part of the orphan flock
that the old bachelor uncles referred to took in
charge. At the time they formed part of the house-
hold Tammuny was a favorite resort of the yonng
gallants of the county from far and near. Among
others who was a constant visitor, was the late Hon.
John V. L. MeMubon, a first-eousin of their mother
and bachelor uncles.  Mr., McMuhon was the son of

| William MecMahon, of Cumberland, and of his first

wife, who was a sister of Matthew Van Lear, the
founder of Tammany. 1t may not be out of plaee
here to state that his maternal uncle had the sagacity
to foresee that a large city was the only fit arena for the
display of his very remarkable talents, and when tem-
porarily discouraged by his want of suceess in Balti-

| wore, and about to return to Cumberland, and, indeed,

ou his way back, put money in his purse and told him
to try the city again. The time of Mr. MeMahon's
visits was made the oceasion of mueh merriment. and

I many were the pranks and tricks which still lineer in
A p !

the traditions of the old house. Mr. MeMahon was
baptized John Van Lear, after his niaternal grand-
futher.  The Misses Ramsey died young and unmar-

| ried, with the exception of Sarah, who married

William Irwin, of Cincinnati, by whom she had a
family of six children, all of whom at his death, with
their widowed mother, subsequently returned to the
old rooftree at Tamnuny.  There were, besides the

| daughter of Matthew Van Lear who married (ol

Ramsey, twin sisters, married to two of the Finley
brothers, John and Dr. Michael, sons of Iheuezer

. Finley, a prominent merchant in his day in Baltimore.
- One of these brothers, Dr. Michael, was loug an able
©and successful physician in Williamsport, where he is

buried.  The other, Johu Finley, was o merchant in
Baltimore. e had one daughter, who died yonng,
Dr.and Mrs. Finley had no children.  There was a
fourth sister, the youngost of the twelve children of

- Matthew Van Lear.  Her name was Sophia, and she

married, in October, 1829, Archibald Irwin Findlay,
a lawyer practicing in Chambershurg, Pa., a man of
fine literary tastes and attainments. 1Te was the son
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of Willium Findlay, who had bu:n f'or years treas-

urer, then Governor of Pennsylvania, and afterwards
United States Senator from that State, filling that

‘

|

position at the same time that his two brothers were ;

members of the House of Representatives—one of

other, Gen. Juwes Findlay, from Ohio. It is believed
that the only other iustance of the kind in the history
ol the country was the case of the three Washburn
brothers.  They, however, were mewbers of the same
House.

The ouly sister of Mr. Findlay was married to
Francis R. Shunk, who, after filling many distinguished
positions in Pennsylvania, died while serving his sec-
ond term as Governor of the State and on the high-
ruad to further promotion. A brother, James Find-

them, Col. dJohn Findlay, from Penusylvania, and the

a bmther, Japt. Jamw Irwin, a ﬂmduate of \Vcst
Point and Gen. Scott’s quartermaster during the
Mexican war, and at whose death of fever in the city
of Mexico the general is said to have exelaimed
“that the army wept.” A sister of Mrs. Harrison
married John Seott Harrison, another sou of Gen
Harrison, aud becawe the mother of the Hon, Benja-
min Harrison, obe of the seuators of the United States
from Indiana.  “ Tammany,” the centre of these asso-
cintions, was built of brick made on the place soon
after the termination of the Revolutionary war, and
now, after having witnessed many changes of owner-
ship of the surrounding estates, can claim the dis-
tinction of still remaining in the same family. There
are about four hundred and fifty acres in the traet,

» part of it wooded and generally well watered, The

lay, became Speaker of the ouse of Delegates and
Secretary of the Commonwealth under Governor
Wolf, and ut the time of his death was one of the ‘
]cadinf.: lawyers of the bar at Pitsburgh.  Another ;
brother, John Kivg Findlay, oraduated at West

Point, and after a short service in the army took up

the profession of the law, and afterwards became -

Judge in Philadelphia, and at Allentown and Kaston.

Still another brother; Samuel, who declined steady
- a battle was fought in its fields, all fencing was de-
- stroyed, and its erops und live stock were either con-
; sumed or driven off by the contending forces, but

work and application, was recognized in all circles in
which he entered as the most brillinut conversational-
ist of his time. Arehibald I Findlay died Oct. 8,
1839, in the forty-first year of his age, leaving his
wife Sophia a widow with two children, Jumes and
Naney L Findlay. A third son was born some two

wonths after his death, John V. L. Findlay. This |
. have been reared beneath its roof not only to the

fumily was taken into Tammany and carefully watched,
tended, and educated by the sawe fosteriug care which

had been exteuded to so many before. After the -

death of the old uncles, in the partition of the estate
in 1862, the Tammany place was apportioned to
Sophia, she being the last survivor of the old Van
Lears.  She died afterwards in the house in which

)

she was born, on the 21st day of April, 1881, in the |
seventy-cighth year of her age. Mary Irwin, the .
wile of Matthew Van Lear, was born near Mercers. |
: was born ou the 12th of February, 1804, She was
' possessed of an unerring judgment and eommon sense

burg, Frauklin Co., Pa. She was a devoted, tender,
and Christian mnthc , for whom all her children felt
and expressed the &cepcst veneration to the last day
of their lives. One of her sisters married Gen.

i

soil is limestone, well adapted to the growth of wheat,
the staple crop of the country. There is a spring
near the house which was once shaded by a magnifi-
cent elm, and tradition has it that Gen. Braddock on
his fatefol march rested for a while beneath its shade,
“Tammany” is easily reached by rail and turnpike,
and there is no house in the county, perhaps in the

i State, which has entertained so many  guests, or

sheltered so numterous » family. During the late war

with the renovating hand of art and the gentle touch
of time the old place has resumed its wonted thrift
and order. One thing has, however, never faded or
changed,—the undying devotion of the children who

memory of their own parents, bat to the two poble
brothers who sheltered and protected them.

John Van Lear Findlay, a distinguished lawyer and
public speaker of Baltimore, was born on the 21st of
December, 1839, at Mount Tammany, near Williams-
port, Washington Co., Md. His father, Archibald
Lrwin Findlay, was a sound lawyer and a an of ex-
cellent literary taste and accomplishments ; his mother,
Sophia Van Lear, the daughter of Matthew Van Lear,

which was never at fault, a lofty and intrepid spirit,

~and gifted with the most gracious and winning

James Findlay, and another William Findlay, Gov- |

eruor of Pennsylvania, before refurred to.  She had a
brother Archibald, whose first wife was a sister of the
Col. Ramsey before mentioned.  One of his daughters
married a son of Gen. Harrison, and during his short
adwinistration was the ludy of the White House, and
was distinguished for her grace and beauty,  She had

manners.
The paternal grandfather of the subject of this
sketell was Willium Findlay, at one time Governor of
Pennsylvania and also » senator from that State in the
United States Senate.
Jolm V. L. Findlay first mwarried Mary C Macken-
zie, a daughter of Dr. John P. Mackenzie, one of the

TR————
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<t and most suceessful physicians of Baltimore. '
~  adesd March 28, 1868, leaving one child, which '
otwespuently died,  Ilis second wife was Mary Kee-
» the dunghter of a prominent lawyer of York,
ts They were married 23d of January, 1878, and |
two children living.  He was edueated by James |
v onoa famous instruetor of that day, in the  three
i at Willlamsport, and also by John McCarthy, a |
inate of Maynooth, by whom he was grounded in
ciassics. e was graduated from Prinecton in
JER S
Wlile very liberal in his views of religion, he in-
- to the DPresbyterian Chureh, In polities, he
=« reared by his wother’s brothers, strong and vio-
Whizs, but at a time when the Whig party was
v memory than an active politieal foree in shap-
s the polities of the eountry.  His paternal ances- |
i+~ were WJeffersonian Republicans, and during the
= war he was an uneompromising Uniou man, be-

;inz to the Uneonditional Union party, and advo-

iz the prosecution of the war until the uncond;- I
tiwnl smrrender of all opposing forees. After theI
cartender at Appomattox, he was opposed to extreme
wl violent measures of reconstruction, and was in
fovar of restoring the Union to what it had beeu before
ti caufliet, as near as the altered cireuwstanees of the }
«antry would admit,  Never a Republican in polities, |
b+ opposed the Congressional scheme of reconstrue- |

tin,

In State polities he has been prominent and active, |
“wworing the abolition or modifieation of the regis-
tzition, whieh at the elose of the war disfranchised so |
ey citizens. These sentiments carried him and
twany other Union wen into that wing of the Demo-
Cratic party known as the Conservative, and it was in def. !
“rrhiee to these men and their sentiments that the eom. |
Found nawe of ¢ Demoeratie Conservative Party” was !
wdopted in Maryland. ke was a member of the Union
Lo sislature of 1861-62, and ehairman of the com-
fittee on militia, e drafted the bill for the relief of |
e families of Maryland volunteers in the service of the
{nne States, and was also the author of the measure
Hrropriating 87000 for the relief of the families of
Posmen of the Sixth Massachusetts Regiment who
“iffered on the 19th of April. - He was appointed by
Eh Douses of the Legislature to deliver an address

the 224 of February, 1862, in eommeworation of .
W.shington's birthday. In that Legislature were the
Hon, Leverdy Johnson, Allen Bowie Davis, John A,
T Creswelt, R, Stockett Mathews, and wany other
iistingaished lawyers and publie men of the State,
LI dmous so many leading men Mr. Findlay took !
“od held a promineut place. In lhis profession of

the law he oceupies a position awmong the first rank
of lawyers at the Baltimore bar, having been the city
solicitor for two years from March, 1876.  As a polit-
ical speaker he rendered great serviee to the Demo-
eratie party as well as to the Union party during the
war.  He has been called upon by the eommittees

+of his party to speak in Pennsylvania, Indiana, Vir.

ginia, and Maryland, and many of his speeehes have
been published. He was a prominent leader in the
protest of the people of Baltimore against Sheridan’s
adwinistration in Louisiana, and with Reverdy John-
son, S. T. Wallis, Thomas Donaldson, and William
Pinkney Whyte, addressed the people of the eity at
the Masonic Temple, in February, 1875. He was
commissioned and sworn into the military serviee of
the United States, and authorized to raise a eompany
in Washington County, in whieh effort he was foiled
by the approach of Stouewall J ackson, which prevented
all work of that kind. He visited and made the tour
of Furope in 1873, in eompany with Andrew Sterret
Ridgley. Mr. Findlay is a fluent and foreible speaker,
quick at reply, and often cloquent. He has on many
publie oceasions, and notably on the 19th of October,
1876, at the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia,
and before the Teachers’ Association of Hagerstown,
in August, 1869, delivered addresses which bore the
stamp of great research and investigation.

Charles William Humrichouse was born March
13, 1824, at Fredericktown, Md. and resides at
Springfield farm, near Williamsport, Washington Co.,
Md. He was the son of Charles Humrichouse,
who was born in Philadelphia, Nov. 19, 1796. . His
mother's maiden name was Catherine Levy, born in
Fredericktown, Md., Aug. 7, 1804. Mr. and Mrs.
Humrichouse were married Sept. 4, 1821.

Peter Humrichouse, the paternal grandfather of
Charles W., was born in York County, Pa., Qet. 10,
1753. At the age of cighteen he moved to Ger-
nantown, Pa., and May, 1776, entered the army as
a private in a voluuteer company under the com-
mand of Capt. Duning. He was commissioned en-
sign, with the rank of licutenant, July, 1776, and
was officer of the day when Washington erossed the
Delaware and captured the Hessians at Trenton, N. J.
His terw of serviee expired shortly afterwards. He
married on the 20th of February, 1777, and remained
at home until September of the same year, when he
re-cutered the army, in the Second Battalion of Phila.
delphin troops, and continued in serviee until the
close of the war. In 1798 he moved to Hagerstown,
Md., and died there in 1836, aged eighty-four years.
The wife of Peter Humrichonse was Mary Post, the
only daughter of Rev. Christian Frederick Post, who
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